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Objectives  

 Understand the history of the Aztec people, their culture of 
death, and their conquest by the Spanish Conquistadors

 Discuss the miraculous story of Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
Saint Juan Diego 

 Discover how Our Blessed Mother enabled Catholicism to 
spread throughout the Americas

 Learn how the events of almost 500 years ago are still impacting 
our world today

 Understand why Our Lady of Guadalupe is the Protector of the 
Unborn and learn what we can do to ensure everyone knows the 
message of our Blessed Mother  



The Aztec Empire  
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The Spanish Conquistadors
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The Miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe



The Blessed Virgin’s Message to the Aztec People

• Her hands are folded in supplication; her posture indicating that she is 

interceding for us at the throne of the God. The luminous light surrounding 

the Lady is reminiscent of the "woman clothed with the sun" of Revelation 

12:1. The rays of the sun would also be recognized by the native people as a 

symbol of their highest god, Huitzilopochtli. Thus, the lady comes forth hiding 

but not extinguishing the power of the sun. She is now going to announce 

the God who is greater than their sun god. 

• The Lady is standing upon the moon. Again, the symbolism is that of the 

woman of Revelation 12:1 who has the "moon under her feet." The moon for 

the Aztecs was the god of the night. By standing on the moon, she shows 

that she is more powerful than the god of darkness. 

• The eyes of Our Lady of Guadalupe are looking down with humility and 

compassion. This was a sign to the native people that she was not a god 

since in their iconography the gods stare straight ahead with their eyes wide 

open. 

• The angel supporting the Lady testifies to her royalty. To the Aztecs only 

kings, queens and other dignitaries would be carried on the shoulders of 

someone. The mantle of the Lady is blue-green or turquoise. To the native 

people, this was the color of the gods and of royalty. The stars on the Lady's 

mantle show that she comes from heaven. 

• She appeared on December 12, 1531, for the stars that she wore are the 

constellation of stars that appeared in the sky that day! 

• The gold-encircled cross brooch under the neck of the Lady's robe is a 

symbol of sanctity and the showed that her God was that of the Spanish 

Missionaries, Jesus Christ her son. 

• The girdle or bow around her waist is a sign of her virginity, but it also has 

several other meanings. The bow appears as a four-petaled flower. To the 

native Indians this was the nahui ollin, the flower of the sun, a symbol of 

plenitude. For them, this was the symbol of creation and new life. The high 

position of the bow and the slight swelling of the abdomen show that the 

Lady is with child. 



That’s Amazing!



The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe



The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe
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“coa”  “tla”  “xopeuh” 
(serpent)              (the)           (to crush or stamp out)



Prayer for Life

O Mary, bright dawn of the new world, 
Mother of the living, to you do we entrust 
the cause of life. Look down, O Mother, 
upon the vast numbers of babies not 
allowed to be born, of the poor whose lives 
are made difficult, who are victims of brutal 
violence, of the elderly and the sick killed 
by indifference or out of misguided mercy. 
Grant that all who believe in your Son 
may proclaim the Gospel of Life with 
honesty and love to the people of our 
time. Obtain for them the grace to accept 
that Gospel as a gift ever new, the joy of 
celebrating it with gratitude throughout 
their lives, and the courage to bear witness 
to it resolutely, in order to build, together 
with all people of good will, the civilization 
of truth and love, to the praise and glory 
of God, the Creator and lover of life. 
Amen.

Pope John Paul II, 
Evangelium Vitae, no. 105


